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lost to the King, in letting off the duty of hearth-money, by my Lord Rochester, and the other Lords Commissioners of the Treasury, canie to be argued by counsel on both sides before the King; where it did appear that the King did actually lose so much of what he might have had from others. Yet so great was my Lord Eochester's interest (being supported by the Duke of York, my Lady Portsmouth, and my Lord Sunderland), that little notice was taken of it for that time ; only whereas some of that lord's Mends did reflect upon' my Lord Halifax, as too busy in making that discovery, the King' justified him so far as to say openly that day in Court, upon the trial, that his lordship had done nothing in that affair but by his order and approbation.
February 20. My Lord Halifax told me I had formerly mentioned some desire to go envoy extraordinary, and if I had the same inclination now, he durst undertake to get leave for me to be sent in that quality to the King of Sweden. I told him I heard ambassadors were but ill-paid by the King, and that being now in another station I had no mind to take an employment of that kind.
I kissed the Duke of York's hand, who seemed very civil, but his smiles were not always real, though I never did anything to deserve them otherwise.
February 21. My Lord Halifax told me this was not the only matter that would appear, as to the ill management of the King's revenue; that the anti-Court party courted him at so great a rate, he feared it might occasion a jealousy elsewhere.
February 24. The sessions of Middlesex at Hick's Hall, which had lasted five days, ended the 24th of February, where the most considerable business was in punishing such as resorted to conventicles. The town's discourse was generally concerning the difference of the two lords, where my Lord Halifax, who had discovered